
DISCIPLESHIP IN THE GOSPELS

MATTHEW
5:1-17

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, 
he went up the mountain; and 
after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 Then he began to 
speak, and taught them, saying:
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted.
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth.
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled.
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will receive mercy.
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God.
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of 
God.
10 ‘Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

11 ‘Blessed are you when people 
revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward 
is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 
13 ‘You are the salt of the earth; 
but if salt has lost its taste, how 
can its saltiness be restored? It 
is no longer good for anything, 
but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot.
14 ‘You are the light of the 
world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. 15 No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it 
under the bushel basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven. 
17 ‘Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or the 
prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfil.

MARK 
8 :22-36

22 They came to Bethsaida. 
Some people brought a blind 
man to him and begged him to 
touch him. 23 He took the blind 
man by the hand and led him out 
of the village; and when he had 
put saliva on his eyes and laid 
his hands on him, he asked him, 
‘Can you see anything?’ 24 And 
the man looked up and said, ‘I 
can see people, but they look like 
trees, walking.’ 25 Then Jesus 
laid his hands on his eyes again; 
and he looked intently and his 
sight was restored, and he saw 
everything clearly. 26 Then he 
sent him away to his home, 
saying, ‘Do not even go into the 
village.’ 
27 Jesus went on with his 
disciples to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, ‘Who 
do people say that I am?’ 28 And 
they answered him, ‘John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets.’ 
29 He asked them, ‘But who do 
you say that I am?’ 

Peter answered him, ‘You are 
the Messiah.’ 30And he sternly 
ordered them not to tell anyone 
about him.
31 Then he began to teach 
them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32 He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33 
But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human 
things.’
34 He called the crowd with 
his disciples, and said to 
them, ‘If any want to become 
my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. 35 For 
those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. 
36 For what will it profit them to 
gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life?



LUKE 14: 
15-30, 33-35

16 Then Jesus said to him, 
‘Someone gave a great dinner 
and invited many. 17 At the time 
for the dinner he sent his slave 
to say to those who had been 
invited, “Come; for everything is 
ready now.” 18 But they all alike 
began to make excuses. The 
first said to him, “I have bought 
a piece of land, and I must go 
out and see it; please accept my 
apologies.” 19 Another said, “I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I am going to try them out; 
please accept my apologies.” 
20 Another said, “I have just 
been married, and therefore I 
cannot come.” 21 So the slave 
returned and reported this to his 
master. Then the owner of the 
house became angry and said 
to his slave, “Go out at once 
into the streets and lanes of 
the town and bring in the poor, 
the crippled, the blind, and the 
lame.” 22A nd the slave said, 
“Sir, what you ordered has been 
done, and there is still room.” 
23 Then the master said to the 
slave, “Go out into the roads 
and lanes, and compel people to 
come in, so that my house may 

be filled. 24 For I tell you, none 
of those who were invited will 
taste my dinner.” ’
25 Now large crowds were 
travelling with him; and he 
turned and said to them, 26 
‘Whoever comes to me and does 
not hate father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even life 
itself, cannot be my disciple. 
27 Whoever does not carry the 
cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple. 28 For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does 
not first sit down and estimate 
the cost, to see whether he 
has enough to complete it? 2 
9Otherwise, when he has laid 
a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who see it will begin 
to ridicule him, 30 saying, “This 
fellow began to build and was 
not able to finish.” 

33So therefore, none of you can 
become my disciple if you do 
not give up all your possessions. 
34 ‘Salt is good; but if salt 
has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? 35It is 
fit neither for the soil nor for 
the manure heap; they throw it 
away. Let anyone with ears to 
hear listen!’

john15:1-17

1 ‘I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the vine-grower. 2 He 
removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that 
bears fruit he prunes to make 
it bear more fruit. 3 You have 
already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you.

4 Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you unless 
you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. 6 
Whoever does not abide in me 
is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. 
7 If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. 8 My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my 
disciples. 

9 As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you; abide in 
my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide 
in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11 I have said 
these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete.
12 ‘This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I 
have loved you. 13 No one has 
greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15 I do 
not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. 

16 You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that 
will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask him 
in my name. 17 I am giving you 
these commands so that you 
may love one another. 


